WINTER 1992 


OFFICERS: —— 
PREZ... 0. KOJGH.GLEM KESSELRING oma PREZ'S CORNER 
7,PREZ.... WBOZEG.CHUCK DENNIS Greetinas from s =oie evening near 
Uttumwa.ta.-quess ifs sretty cola 
SEC/TREAS. @6VB.GARY ERNST wren the windows =re ss coverea with 
frost ‘hat vou can’t se6 “ne Mercury 
N/L EDITOR: WROZEG in the tnrermometer 
RPTR GURUS:KQVM.AL GROFF As most of yeu ars aNarce by now.a 
WOMIN,JOE FINKSTEIN big gust of wind took the «naie 
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE: antenna svstem.7n 
W@SR.JIM SPENCER athvs. As “zrl" 
WOIZ.DALE REF will.wathout a doust.shaw 
S¥SOF: few weeks. 
WBSZRL,TOM VAVRA The contest season is now underway 
seen ee and from the saunce ot the activity. 
EIDAG RFTR. 145.190.WOMIN there nave been aguite a few ETDKA ears 
DK CLUSTER 144.910 WESZRL smoking the air waves and loading uc 
225.428 those burs pacts. 
NET FREG@. 3.780 MHZ CQWW ph/cw saw several particioatina 
SUNDAY EVE.9:20 LOCAL and. although the shar of  JGH ® Icz 
> i did not fire up for the Sweeos. 
The 160 meter ‘test is coming up 
fed. nate. gone and the big Aoliday 
S@ason is upon us. 
As the New Year approaches,please 
@Qive some thought to qoals and new 
ideas you would like to see in the 
92 year.If there are activitys or di- 
rections you feel we snould be moving 
toward. please let your desires ts be 
known, I have prepared for more VCR 
type programs by moving the meetings 
site to Kirkwood college for i992. 
We will meet in Benton Hail, rm. 204 
Several members have completed there 
“worked all countrys" and now are pat-— 
tently watching the mailbox for the 
last few cards to dribble in.I guess 
it will be bands,mades then. Thats the 
great thing about are hobby,theres al— 
Ways 4 challenge,...tatal ,bands,modes. 
QRP alphabetically on Tuesdavs,for the 
big,51q guns. 
Well, thats about all for this round. 
T°ll be looking forward to seeing all 
of your smiling faces at the JANUARY 
17 th meeting at Kirwood Community 
College. ,bring a guest or prespective 


see you then..75 The FPRF7.RIEN 
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Nelson Moyer 
Pat Wilcox 


Al Culbert 
Terry Ceilman 
Larry J. Newby 
dim Bohnsack 
def? Barker 
Mary Dennis 
Terry Perkins 
Tom Irwin 
Wade Waistron 
Joe Ratkiewi tz 
Rick Hadley 
Gary Toonsen 
Gary Ernst 
Frank Apple 
dim Harvey 
dcohn Schwandke 
Jack Muckler 
David Corio 
Terry Parker 
Grant Kesselring 
Clark Fantel 
Ton Taylor 
Dale Repp 

Joon Mayer 
Glen kesselring 
Vern Lang 

Tos Gordon 

doz Finksteir 
Orville Duecker 
dim Livengood 
Bop Hil] 

Tom Hise 

Al Broendel 
Steve White 
George Carsner 
deft Russe! : 
Rich Binshan: 
Boz 13! lean 
Reger Hoffman 


( Brad Farrel! 
r John Lenahan 


Steve Hiller 
Loug Byal 

dig Spencer 

Rich Gordie 
John Simander 
Paul Feddersen 
George Gruenther 
Seatt Augsburger 
Timothy Allan 
John Nelson 


Tom Vinson 
1 Ralph Gearhart 


al Grof¢ 

Tom Waite 
keith Ericksen 
Ton Lindaren 
Ton Kramer 
dan Clute 
Chuck Dennis 
Tos Vavra 
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318 5. Wilson St. 
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Towa City, 
Cedar Rapids, 
Cedar Rapids, 
Ainsworth, 
West Burlington, 
Waterloo. 
Toledo, 
Toteda, 
Cedar Rapids, 
Towa City 
Cedar Rapids, 
Bet tendor¢ 
Vinton 

Cedar Rapids, 
West Branch, 
Marion 
fioldtisid, 
fashinaton, 
Cedar Rapids, 
Cedar Rapids, 
Burlington, 
Ottumua, 
Muscatine, 
Shell Rock. 
Cedar Rani ds, 
Clinton, 
Ottunwa. 
Muscatine. 
Cedar Rapids, 
Marion. 
Waterloo, 
Burlington. 
Mi ani 

Shell sburc, 
Rock Island 
Cedar Rapids, 
Towe City, 
Cedar faoids, 
Coral vilie 
Eldora, 
Sterling, 
Ottumes, 
Burlington, 
Ottunwe. 
Cedar Ranics, 
Cedar kanios, 
Mason Cit,. 
Muscatine 
Clinton. 
Burlington. 
Mt. Pleasant 
Waterloc, 
Cedar Rapids, 
Cedar Rapids. 
Cedar Ragics 
Cedar kaoias. 
Jesup, 

Cedar fanids, 
Cedar Rapids 
fuscatine. 
Mount Vernon, 
Toleds. 

Ely. 


Ta 52246 319-351-8775 319-335-4508 
La 52485 319-396-5232 

Ta 52402 

Ta 52281 319-657-3681 319-648-2871 
a 52455 319-752-8788 319-754-4692 
Ta 58781 319-233-7189 

Ia 52342 

Ta 52342 515-484-4837 $15-4e4-Saae8 
Ya 52402 319-393-5583 319-395-5610 
Ta 52248 

Ta 52481 319-393-9782 

1a 52722 

la 52349 

Ta 52481 319-395-9329 

la 52358 315-643-2287 

TA 52382 319-377-5563 319-395-1924 
Ta 50542 St5-B25-3323 

Ta S2353 319-653-3hH6 319-A53-2113 
Ta 52483 319-362-3462 

Ta 52482 U15-395-7973 319-395-8462 
Ja 52681 319-753-1557 319-753-8591 
Ta 52581 515-934-5328 

Ta 52761 319-263-9150 319-247-4153 
Ta 58478 319-885-4400 319-236-1588 
Ta 52402 319-393-6724 

fa 52782 319-245-2414 319-244-2389 
Ta 9258! 515-934-5328 

Ya 52761 319-263-2697 319-263-504! 
Ta 52482 319-373-0757 319-B5i-7219 
Te 52382 519-377-8573 319-395-2294 
Ja 58702 319-296-2390 319-233-3569 
Ts S268i 319-752-9318 319-752-2781 
FL 33156 

Ta 52532 315-434-7786 

T} 61221 

Te 52481 319-393-4547 319-395-4641 
Ta 52245 31¢-338-1681 319-351-5053 
Ta S2482 J1S-343-4139 318-395-4664 
If 5224: 

Te 58627 

Tl 41081 615-425-6647 

Ha 5258) 515-684-7768 515-682-4535 
Ta 52601 515-755-h885 316-752-2731 
Ya $0581 515-684-4755 

Ta 5242 319-393-2974 319-395-4283 
Ta S2482 319-393-7357 315-395-2505 
Te 5042! 515-424-1535 

1A 5275: 

La S27Z2 319-242-9918 319-242-6214 
Ta 52681 319-753-1461 319-753-6253 
TA 3268! 349-985-5895 

Ta 58782 319-234-4215 319-292-8796 
Ta 52483 319-345-4432 

Ta 52481 319-393-8087 

TA 52423 

Ta 52482 31S-395-B154 319-395-4666 
Ta SQ548 319-B27-A738 319-334-7166 
Ta 52485 319-396-8515 319-398-3551 
Ta 52482 319-395-0946 319-395-1955 
Ta 52761 319-264-3259 

Ta 52314 319-895-4635 319-927-2143 
Ta 52342 515-484-4837 

Ta 92227 319-846-7404 
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26 Nov 1991 
John, 
Dneeernees report: 


Last Balance 
Dues(last Meeting) 
Cash on hand 


$367.83 


23200 


Expenses(stamps) 0.00 
Total Balance----- _-9552 83 


SOVIET AMATEUR LICENSING 


To become a ham in the USSR, one needs to pass an amateur exam. 
And to pass an amateur exam, one comes to the nearest local or regional 
tadioclub, where qualification commissions reside, Each such 
commission consists of a number of most experienced local hams 
selected and adopted by the local radio sports federation. The exam for 
every class of amateur license is conducted according to the programs 
worked out by the Radio Sports Federation (RSF) of the USSR (usually 
they require knowledge of code and theory). 

Soviet citizens may apply for several classes of licenses, The 
newcomer to our hobby may get the so-called “novice” ticket (4th class 
license). One can get such a license at the age of 14. No code knowing is 
necessary, and parents’ permission is a must in this case! 


Toth AVENUE 


j 


DX DAZE 


Xx: 
Cartoons DE The 
Coltectivs OF 
WOeAIZ 


Well, Heitland, this may be your 
—_ "version of TVeye, but it's not 
mine! 
From YASME NL, 1959 
Those who know the code may apply for a shortwave license (this 
class of license is issued to persons who have reached 16 years as well as 
to club stations), There are now three different subclasses within this 


class of license, each involving different limitations imposed on bands 
and modes (see Chart 1 and Chart 2) 


(INX Soviet Ham Press Digest) 


™ INSIDE DX 


No. 276 November 29, 1991 
SubAcTTEO Gy NEQDH 


We are now in the midst of the cantest season. I know that many of vou have 
turmed in scores for the CQOWW tests last fall. thereby satisfying EIDKA 
requirements for maintaining FULL. membership status. The other two cantests 
that the bylaws allow to satisfy that requirement are the ARRL DX contests in 
February and March. Fick a challenging band and dive in there. Afterwards, 
let the Secretary (K@GVB) know you score and send in your results. See you in 
the pileuns. 


DX contests scheduled for JANUARY 1992: 

198-19 2208-2209 HA DX Contest, CW 

24-26 2300-1600 C@ Werld Wide 160 Meter Contest, CW 
25-26 @600--18000 REF French Contest, CW 

25-26 1308-1300 Unian of Belgium Amateurs Contest, SSB 


DX contests scheduled for FEBRUARY 1992: 


BOOG—-24.08 Ten-Ten International Net Winter Fhone @S0 Farty 
1200-1200 FACC Contest, CW/SSB 

A9aa-BoaR ARRL International DX Contest, CW 

2200-14698 C@ World Wide 14@-Meter Contest, SSE 

1300-1208 Union of Belgium Amateurs Contest, CW 

Q809--GO98 AGCW-DL Handasten Farty (Straight key Farty) 
@690-1899 REF French Contest, SSB 


Dx BETRITEE scheduled for MARCH 1992: 

BoB aaaa-zaa0 ARRL iheretwiGneh DK Cantest., SSE 
8-18 2248-2380 Japan International DX Contest, ow 
16-17 041-2400 The Bermuda Contest, CW/SSE 

16-18 1600-1600 Union of Clubs Contest, CW/SSE 
14-18 2e@@-azAe BARTG Spring RTTY Contest 

SOH-71 BGOa- 2400 CQ Wortd Wide Prefix Contest, SSE 


DA contests scheduled tor APRIL 1992: 


BGe0- 24080 Fools Unite Dk Cantest, Cw 

1500-2380 The SP-DX Contest, CW 

O0G0-48808 Soviet-American Goodwill Contest, CW/SSBE 
9000-1600 The Yuri Gagarin Cup, Cw 

1409-2280 OST Q@SO Award Farty, SSB (Time: each day} 
1400-2 QST O80 Award Farty, CW (Time: each day) 
17Q0@-17' The Helvetia Contest, CW/SSE 


1991 COWW SCORES 
Cire @GYVE) 


CALL MODE or BANDS asad ZONES COUNTRYS 


NODSE cast Single ALL 129 46 82 38,016 
hyov § Single 10 M 105 os Be 34,4153 
EEQY CW Single ALL 265 79 145 YSYS: Shad 
WREZRL. SSE Single ALL. 158 WER cre) a5 .49@ 
WESZRL. Single ALL 105 Ad 88 37.418 
KF@H SS MULTI ALL 942 iL eas Bert 7155, 824 
(KFQ@Z and !Z@C Operators 

Wash SSh Single ALL eee 
WAS EF Single 16 a5 075 
N4RR SSB SINGL. iS MM 


BACK ON THE AIR 


Being off the air for over a year, HF I mean, had been an interesting 
experience . Being busy, very busy building a new QTH had kept my mind and 
body occupied to say the least. Did I miss it much? Yes, CW the most. The 
feel of the keyer between the fingers and the tiny whisper of a weak Asian 
calling CQ over the pole, the finesse of conquering a large pileup, and of 
course talking to old friends we have grown to know on the HF bands, are some 
of the trauma the withdrawl held captive. 

With the TH6DXX back up in the air at our new Blairs Ferry Road OTH, it didn’t 
take long for the cob webs to loosen between the finger tips and the ears to 
reunite with the white noise of 2@ meters on a DX night. The thrill of 
hearing those signals was music to my ears. The distinctive warble of polar 
flutter, hearing the ever so prevalent UA9s and UA@s so persistantly CQing 
made me realize what a great hobby ham radio HFing has been for me. I 
squeezed off a few Q50s that evening and, as most of you know in the CR area, 
I have been keeping the paths to DX land ionized by being quite active most 
days. I’m still working on the house but find time for play also, hi. 

I’m still not on packet yet, but the time of my breaking down to install a 
system is approaching. KK@U sold me a dumb terminal (such a “dumb” term), so 
we are part way there. With most of the area active operators on the DX 
system and with the hookup to WS land and beyond it will be a new experience 
to say the least. I remember vividly the days that two or three of us would 
*troll’ 2@ CW looking for a DX-peditioner not knowing what Q@RG or call for 
that matter, the operator would sport. The countries logged for hours spent 
tuning most certainly will be reduced for a packet tuner. As for contesting, 
switching bands to catch those multipliers flying across the CRT must be a 
most interesting experience. It’s a neat system but I’m a hard knock old 
school type reluctant to change 


I see that the SSB pileups still bring out the worse in some people. Human 
nature, till the end of time will always produce the rotten fruit, it’s too 
bad it has so infiltrated DXing. Marti Lane’s operations seem to some how 
escape most of the BS associated with these types by operating a good loud 
station and ruling the piles with a stern stick. It seems to work. 

I did miss a couple of club meetings last year but did make the last one at 
the REC. It was good to see the membership so healthy with a good 
enthusiastic core of officers headed by Glen K@JGH. I hope that I can be a 
more active participant in future EIDXA activities. 


de W @ Whiskey Papa 


Cushcraft A3WS 12/17 Beam 
12-Meter Trap 


Element: 3/4" ID, 7/8" OD 


|+—————10 314” > $$ 9 —____ +}. __», ___, 


13/16" diameter fiber form, 
6 1/2" Jong. 27 turns of ca. 
3/32 diameter wire. 


(Original sketch by Chuck, WBOZKG. Redrawn using 
_DeskDraw for the 2 Macintosh by Jeff, AACS.) 


omments de WESZRL 


As I keystroke this column this last day of the year, there are 7428 DX alerts 
in the FacketCluster database. This covers only November and December. I 
have watched a number of SH/DX requests aver the last few weeks that are 
looking for the beginning of advertised operations from some rare spots. IT 
Just now saw a SH/DX SRE. This shaw found no hits but had to search bac 

through the 250@ (an umper limit I place) most recent alerts. The cluster 
computer is not the fastest thing, and the search takes mare than a minute. 
The cluster offers several wavs of limiting the SH/DX. The most common ones 
echange the number of alerts displaved from the default of 5S to a user defined 
number. GH/DX/1@ will show the last 1@ alerts. SH/DX 4@ lists those alerts 
on 40 meters. Ta considerably shorten the long searches mentioned above, vou 
might try SH/DX/D2 SRE to show the SR8s found in THE PREVIOUS 3 DAYS. Your 
response will be lots sooner that way. 


Any cluster user has certainly seen the garbage some people use to ‘TEST’ 
their systems (and their contest logging programs). Some may issue an alert 
to impress their buddies visiting the shack. The current version of cluster 
software allows the definition af ‘test-type’ calls that do not get alerted to 
the rest of the world. On the local node, TEST, C@AX. and RGBU are ‘calls’ 
that will not be alerted anywhere EXCEFT back to the person making the alert. 
So, if you want to test or impress your neighbor, use ane of the above calls. 


Do you always do the same things when you lag onto the cluster? NCOO always 
does a SH/DX for the 18-280 meter cw bands. WBOZkG sets an alias for AQ@CWR. 
Using the UFLOAD/USERCMD command, you may customize your own Logon. 


T turned on DX FILTERING. Page 17 of the USERS MANUAL explains this. This 
might also be used by the contesters to limit alerts during the contest to 
only the band/mode being worked. To would recommend if you da this, that you 
feep your mormal filtering definition in a disk file for reloading after the 
contest. 


Are your needed countries in the NEEDS data base on the cluster? Seema tiie 
SET/NEEDS and SH/NEEDS commands ta see how it works. I have witnessed 
several calls on the repeater after a query to the NEEDS database when a rare 
ane came up. 


Lots caf messages come through the cluster. I would ask everyone ta 
Periodically check the m@ssages, and when they are finished with any their 
mail, that it be deleted. 


Some slightly different commands: SF is the same as S/F, tCill) is the same 
as DEL fete? and (uit) is the same as Blye). These are the standards from the 
BBSs and come more naturally to BES users. 


The DBULIETIn area often has the recent ARRL. RITTY. WSTE and OHIC-FPENN 
bulletins. A SH/BUL will list the available bulletins. and TYFE «name 

will display it on your screen. (Thanks to KF@Z and WHIZ for forwarding same 
of these from CIDBRS. } I normally keep only two or three weeks worth af each 
bulletin. IT have them archived back several years. If anyone wants to see an 
old one, and you can identify which one it is, I can load it back for viewing. 


On the evening of 10 Dec, the cluster linked to the East coast. The followina 
nodes (68 plus ourselves) were linked for about 2@ minutes: ADBJ, AKLA, KLEA, 
KiGG, KLXX, KRW, EeSG, kz FEWW, K4ZLE, KSAZ, KBMR, K9AG, KOC, 
E9EC, ESFN, EGRHY,. KARA, AYA L KCEME, KDSCN, EDSCR. KE2AY, KESCG, KEDI. 
RIOD, KR4L. FROM. R , ES, KURZ, MIDVS, N4RR, NGRIO, NSHTT, NEIZR, NADL, 
NE@C, NCOP, NEAR, NGSP. Micik, VESCDX, VEZSHI. WOCG, WIBIM, W2dT, WSFRY, WSIS, 
WSU, WALG, WESLXA, WESYOP, WREBII-7, WBECOV-1. WESNWR-9. WDGFEF, WIOL, WX9%. 


October minutes: My apologys to our humble sec/treas, K@GVB «but i didnt take 

notes either. hihi 
TERRY FERKINS, WV@D was voted in as a new EIDXA member ,welcome TERRY and 
cangrats on joing this fine organization. 

Minutes were suspended at last meeting. 7??? 

WOSR,JIM gave a indept,hilarios;as usual,and interesting report oan DXAC 
happening concerning disallowing the XY@ operation. 

WGEJ,WADE the SCM report. 

EQVM,AL reptr. report. 

Programl: by BAN 7? on a audia voice box. 

Election of officers was held. 

officers for 1992 are: Pre:..GLEN,K@JGH 

VL PREZ.. CHUCK, WEOZEG 
SEC/TREAS. GARY ,E@GVB 
MEETING WAS ADJOURNED TO THE LOCAL FIZZA OASIS WHERE THE REAL BS RUN 
RAMFANT . 
wesw ae ss seca nsis css 0 

THINGS: EIDXA members have been buzzing about there new toys they've gotten 
recently. I hear that WOSR,JIM after exhaustive research has a new ICOM 735 as 
aback up to his 10-765 Enicel] and also has added a computer to shack. 

WEBZRL,TOM had a antenna party a couple of weeks ago and got a HYGAIN 2 el 40 
meter beam up at i@@’. TOM enlisted the very skled help of 
JACK, MB@H...JIM,WOSR... TERRY, WDO@AWL, ..TOM,WOWP...CHUCK.WBGZEG...and late 
shawing field inspector WADE,W@EJ. hope to get the pictures of this event 
developed in time for meeting. 

TOM “ZRL" alsa has on this tall tower the cluster amtemnas.A F2SA DIAMOND 
vertical,tnx to the donations of several, a CUSHCRAFT 215WB,to link to the 
west to TONI,NC@F cluster. all is fed with 3/4" cable hardline. 

CHUCK ,WR@ZEG got up a AZWS,12/17 douband beam,tnx aan to "ZRL" who hates 
climbing ROHN/SFAULDING towers.also trying to put out this n/l with the IBM 
S86AT COMPUTER that STEVE,NUGP assembled for me.fmot your fault steve.,its 
still new. J 

BLEN,F@JGH & N@ICT had some bad luck and lost all there antennas due to a 
late nite wind storm. understand it will be bigger and better than before. 
hope you guys get back an saan. 

Thers something mysterious blowing in the wind.Is there really a SANTA 
CLAUS? Do stocks sometimes pav big dividends??? anyway,rumor hae it that 
DALE ,W@IZ ,yaa thats right, might be receiving a drop off from the big brown 
truck. by the way DALE, can you really talk to them on 22@7 

TOM, K@VZR says he got a copy of MARTI LAINE,OHZSBH,s new book"WHERE DO WE GO 
NEXT". i did to TOM and i think its great. i think i might pull out a exerpt 
or two and thiraw them in the n/l.sometime. 

TOM, ,KEQ@Y says he worked his first 2m meteor qso recently.using 40 watts,iéd 
call that qrp. 

JACK .NB@H says his DXCCl cards were sent in oct.and hasn’t heard anything on 
them yet. I sent mine in on Sapt.37 and still no answer.I did get back my 
worry attenuator dated Sept. Fa. 

SCOTT.WR@U was in BEST BUY and when he came out he said computers give him a 
headache. i know what you mean,SCOTT. 

Do we give out a "lid or bozo"award? ask EBE@Y if he thinks we should. 

i Was just told that JOE,W@MIN scored 349,75@ pts im the COWW phone test. not 
fad .hih ! 

JOHN. M@ICM tells me he he has 244/w and 237c on 1 meters.very nice 
totals.remember this is between 28.300 and 28.5@@ . JOHN says that FAUL,KE@U 
is working on him to upgrade. 

JOHM,WASTIH fas been pretty quite lately,i hear tell ham radio has taken a 
back seat to 4a new femme.tsk tsk.hope she takes an interest in the habby. 

To beep running into PAUL,KE@U on 12/17 meters. FAUL also has the CUSHCRAFT 


ASWS. FAUL says his has been up since last MAY and he has about 1460 countrys 
worked already. 

Anybody ever hear aut of RICK,KBOSY? Its a long way up ta MASON CITY,could be 
we need a DX PACKET CLUSTER link up that away sO Wwe could pipe same DX infa to 
him. That would so be away to link up the north with our system. 

Tf you haven’t read BUCK ROGERS, K4ABT article in Dec. C@. i would recommend 
you do.Its called "A RIG BOOM FOR BUCK ’S BIRTHDAY". it givesw you plenty of 
time ta adjust before things “lite” up here."an ounce of protection” 

DON’T FORGET “DUES ARE DUE". 
“"OQyver the years,SLIM showed from mast any needed 
spot including a couple of operations from ALBANTA. 
There is a persistent but yet to be confirmed rumor 
that when the Norwegians on the operations from 
BOUVET and PETER 1 Island landed, they encountered 
signs saying "SLIm WAS HERE 
"AQ DESERVING DXER" 
Sounds like a lot of activity on RTTY this past weekend in the ‘test ,sa 
should be a lot of expertise far mew comers who will need help.hihi 

ETERNAL ENTGMAS....MYSTIQUE OF D%...BELIEVERS...DX 1S...DESERVING DXER... 

OLD TIMER...LOCAL ORFER. ..RED-EVED LOULE...FALOS VERDES SUNDANCERS... 

ALBERT, the hera af MAFEKING...the ubiquitous SLIM...8X84, CRAY ISLAND... 

BHU! The memorys,,shades of the past. ,perhaps doesn’t mean much to the 
younger generation of DX"ERs. But ask any Old Dx"ER 

DX"ERS are always a happy lot.At the mext meating,look at the 
G@ncients,flinty-eyed all witl the corners of their mouths turned downward. 

Slip op to them and quietly whispers ‘Pameamber that story about the LOCAL 
Q@RPerT" Buick as a wink the carners will turn upwards and a smile will come 
with an equally quick questions "Which one?" 

It wae always thought that a true blue DXER will understand these things. Anv 
Local ORPer definitely should. 


The Motorola Lunch Bunch is proudte announcelts 
latest dovolopment.., 11.36 DB 


qTHEDARK compuren — Seczwanioss 


WITH APPRECIATION AND APOLOGIES TO MOTOROLA... the fol ‘Music syntheelzer with demonstraton tunes, euch a8 
jowing Is an actual unretouched photograph of the Dark Computer: ‘Moonlight Soneta, Desk Eyee, and in the Stl ofthe Night (which 
ja nota hilbtty drinking song). 
Gurreal-tme clock with granularity of 26 days (known aa t 
unas tek). 4 
Acdeptay composed of one mbfion (1000 X 1000) DEDs (Dark 
(at | sf 


cutput Increases up 2 
Floating Operations Per 

1 eapectatty usefut for such applications as 
jark—side—cl—the-Ferce computations, 


DON'T BE LEFT IN THE UGHTI Get a Dark Computer for your 
company and keep all yout employees in the DARK! 


‘The Dark Computer teed the newly dlecovered eub—atomic parte, 
the dark quark Our research has determined that two dark quarks 
combhe to form the baslc elementary pertcle of darkness, the affon. The DX Magazine 


power —— 00 fife, In fact, that its 
funar cel (similar to @ solar cel, 


Navassa Island DXpedition 
Update 
We are pleased to learn that accord- 
to The DX Magazine poll prior 10 
bania and Burma, that Navassa is on 
e needed list. It is Number 53 overall, 


We are very excited about the sup- 
ut for RTTY and the provisions pro- 
vided enabling us to guarantee RTTY. 
Likewise, we have also been able to 

d 6 meters to the operation. 

The boat arrangements have been 
firmed up and everything is set. We are 
aurrently doing a lot of the detail logis- 
cs planning, 

The financial liability growth cach of 
is are responsible for is naturally a 


Thanks to everyone from the team 
for the interest shown and helping us 
spread the word. 

The 1992 Navassa Island DXped- 
on Team: Randy Rowe NOTG/KPI, 
lurray Adams WA4DAN/KP1, Will 

Roberts AAA4NC/KP1, Ron Oates 
4VK/KP1, and Bob Stewart 
P/KP1. The date of operation will 

be January 17-23, 1992 on 160-6 meters 


the new bands, RTTY, CW, and SSB. 
QSL route: Randy Rowe NOTG, 2120 
Reverchon Dr. Arlington, TX 76017. 
Donations would be greatly appreciated. 


South Sandwich Island 
DXpedition 

The DXpedition is scheduled for 
March 1992. The ship is the ABEL-J, an 
American research and scientific vessel 
‘of 108 feet specially outfitted for Arctic 
and Antarctic missions. All of our equip- 
ment was loaded aboard the vessel on 
October 3, before sailing from her home 
port in Massachusetts. The ship will do 
a tour in the Caribbean and then head 
into the Antarctic for a series of three 
expeditions, two scientific commercial 
followed by our DXpedition, 

Our team will leave from London 
on March 9. We will fly on the RAF to 
Port Stanley by way of Ascension, arriv- 
ing on March 10. The ABEL-J will be in 
port waiting for us and we will sail for 
the South Sandwich Istands on or about 
March 14, After a seven to eight-day sail 
through some rough waters, we should 
astive at Thule, get our gear ashore 
(which will be a formidable task) and 
begin setting up our station. We plan to 
operate for 14 days on 160 through 10 
meters with equipment also available for 
6 meters and 2 meters EME. Modes will 
include SSB, CW, and RTTY. 


Soviet Afghanistan DXpedition 
Soviet hams are planning a major DXPedition 10 
fghanistan in February-March, 1992, A licensc, authorizing 
ise of the call YASMM, has already been obtained. 
peration will include participation in the 1992 ARRL CW 
test and two to three weeks of intense activity on the 
is, with 25,000 projected QSOs, There will be USA and 
European QSL managers. A stay of this duration will allow 
ihe operators to give particular emphasis to North 


merican QSO's without slighting other closer geographic 


is such as Europe and East Asia. 


The primary organizers at this point are noted 
DXer/Contesters UT4UX and UJBIMM. Others will be 
ved (with proportionate increases in projected QSOs) 


is finances permit. 


The proposed site (Mazari Sharif City) is only 50 6 
lles from the UJ border, keeping transport costs low. 
lowever, it is necessary to project for lodging, food, and 
otection” (the major item—the reader can draw his own 


ferences) for the team. 


lots 
jet 
fo 


It will also be necessary to have equipment—one 
dditional transceiver (UT4UX owns a IC-735) and a tri- 
der. There is at present a 50% chance that UJ8JMM 

‘ill be going to North Korea later in 1992. If so, this 


-quipment will go there as well. 


Not counting the equipment, the projected cast for 2 


1) Buy a TNC. If all you want to do is 
ayaa you lo 


a 
fF packet use (unless you plan 


a Packe! 


The equipment now stored on ship 
includes all equipment needed to oper- 
ate four complete HF stations consisting 
of four Kenwood transceivers, three 
jinear amplifiers, two Cushcraft A4S 
tribanders, WARC beams for 24 and 18 
MHz, and add-on rotary dipoles for 30 
and 40 meters. We also have verticals 
for 40, 80, and 160 meters plus three 
power generators and over &00 gallons 
‘of fuel, Additional equipment include 
RITY units; Heil microphone boom 
sets; computers for logging; all coax and 
power cables pre-made in a multitude of 
length; mast guy ropes; ground anchors 
and ground rods, power distribution 
boxes; tents; tables; chairs.and yes, 
Porta-Potties..we don’t want to offend 
the penguins! 

‘The ten operators will each contrib- 
ute US$5000, and those who have al- 
Teady contributed or made a firm com- 
mitment to are: Al Hernandez 
WA3YVN, Tony DePrato WA4JQS, 
Ralph Fedor K@IR, Terry Dubson 
W6MKB, John Vugteveen W7KNT, 
Hiroyuki Kozo JE3MAS, and Vince 
Thompson K5VT. 

We are still looking for three more 
operators and at this time are talking 
with some well-known operators from 
Europe. 

The projected cost of the DXped- 
ition is well-known and we expect no 


surprises. The total cost is estimated at 


| US$104,200. The cash and firm pledges 


received to date total US$63,900. The 
additional amount needed is US$39,000 
by January 1992. 

All contributions go to: Gerry Bran- 
son AAGB, 93787 Dorsey Lane, Junction 
City, OR 97448 USA, 

CW and RTTY QSLs go to KA6V 
and SSB QSLs go to AAGBB. We will 
‘use computer logging to expedite QSL- 
ing process. . 


EVENTS 


Afghanistan DXpeditions 


South Sandwich 


Navassa Island, 


or Amiga will do, as well, Given’ 


Commodore 
the dominance of GT in the contastlogging 
‘erona, a PC-compatible machina Is certainly 
the preferred 


approach, i 
In addition, you will need a communica. | 


such 
as Procamm or White Knignteor vse, o 


Packet, gat something kkean 


AEA PK-232 and MFJ-1276, Thay atl 
and (eater 


res, 


and put a vertical 
lower or on your 


dedicated to contralling your par- 
ferm-communications 


program 
ticular TNC. Using a modi 


2-mater rig, Don't skimp on tha RS-232.C 
cable—usa 


cabie. I've had bettar 


a 
luck using cablas with only the three or 


lines terminated at each 


end; using a cable with all 25 pins con- 


‘ou're on packet. And you will 
Immediately hit problems: RF noise, mis- 
Batched data rates, uroliahta connections 

-moter sepeater you'll 

‘solved afl the 

Problems you are now encountering. Find 
a local ham and e3 


perators is approximately $9,000, about $3,000 of which is 
-expedition. There is a great advantage to this 
ion being undertaken by Sovict hams. The most nota- 
are the physical proximity to UJ and the ability of 
MM (apparently very prominent inthe Tadjik 
ity) 10 fashion this ition 10 a predominantly 
tthnic Tadjik part of YA. The disadvantage, however, is 
a Russian ruble is without value in YA land. 
‘Thus, UT4UX asked W3XU (and he agreed) to try 
O put the finances in place. This is a good chance to 
something unheard of until recently—Sovict 


drawback is that many dumb serminals 
Fei NA She In fact, a lot of 
peopla: ‘on packet afew years ago, 
finen 10 and 18 were doad, vive nt 


years fate In that there wore band 
Rpaniene andere all that noise. 

A more costly, but infinitely more Aexibls, 
approach is to use a| 


PacketClusiers in many areas can be 
found on 144.95 MHz. Ask your local OX 
club members what frequency the nearest 
‘node Is on. Monitor that frequency for a 
while to get the hang of it. Tell your TNC 
MYCALL , then connact to the 
cluster, typa HELP, and you will be on the 
DXCC Honor Roll in a tew hours, In future 
columns we'll spend some time on tha 
advanced features of PackatCiuster. 


ations ta; YASMM c/o W3XU Bill Remington, 1078 
ihallcross Lake Road, Middictown, Delaware 19709 USA. 
In the event the expedition docs not materialize, contri- 
tions will, of course, be returned.) 
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1 Gorton, K4VX, “The 
Antenna Com 
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